Organizing Principle

British attempts to reassert control over the colonies after 1763 (with the intention of taxing them) produced considerable, sustained and organized resistance that contributed to escalating tensions and growing colonial confidence through 1775.

Escalation of Tension: 1st Cycle, 1763-1770

1. Writs of Assistance (1761): strengthened the Trade and Navigation Acts, allowed royal officials to use general warrants to search homes and cargoes, widely resented by colonists, invited confrontation with royal officials.

2. Proclamation Act (Line) (1763): restricted colonial settlement beyond the Appalachians to assert tighter control over colonists and prevent further confrontation with Indians along the frontier (like Pontiac’s Rebellion).  It was resented and mostly ignored by colonists, who disregarded royal authority in order to settle in the Ohio Valley.

3. Sugar Act (1764): tolerated, but still inspired resistance, intended to generate revenue and to regulate imperial trade, (in order to exact taxes), eventually lowered (why target sugar?) - Greenville

4. Stamp Act (1765): DIRECT TAX: a royal effort to general revenue on the backs of colonists with no pretension of regulating trade.  This was forcefully resisted by colonists who disregarded royal authority, attacked royal officials, and even refused to allow stamped paper to land (NC) – Greenville.  Quartering Act adopted the same year.

a. Colonial Resistance to the Stamp Act: “no taxation without…”, “direct v. virtual representation”, Parliament had the right to “regulate but not tax”; Stamp Act Congress (9/13), non-importation, Sons and Daughters of Liberty (enforcement through intimidation, harassment, mob violence), homespun clothing (mutton)

5. Declaratory Act (1766): Stamp Act repealed (why?), a face-saving measure intended to “clarify” the subordinate role of the colonists relative to Parliament. - Greenville

6. Townshend Acts (1767): INDIRECT TAX (customs duty or impost on select goods)

a. Colonial Resistance to the Townshend Acts: “the rights of Englishmen” (being violated by Admiralty Courts); non-importation renewed, smuggling and evasion increased.  Troop presence increased (quartering) to protect royal officials and to keep order, tensions rise in Boston, off-duty soldiers compete for scarce jobs.

7. Boston Massacre (1770) – Paul Revere and propaganda
Committees of Correspondence (1772) – Sam Adams, kept radicalism simmering in between cycles of escalation.  Links between the colonial assemblies, the fore-runner to the first American Congress.

Escalation of Tension: 2nd Cycle, 1773-1775

1. Townshend Acts (1767): INDIRECT TAX levied on a variety of imported goods, mostly abandoned because they did not raise the desired revenue – colonists continued to smuggle and evade taxation.  Only the 3 pence tea tax was left in place, but most colonists simply bought smuggled tea which was cheaper.

2. Tea Act of 1773: in an effort to bail out the failing English East India Company, Parliament gave it a monopoly on the colonial tea trade, which made it possible to lower the price and undersell the smuggled tea even with the 3 pence tax included.  This would save the company and tempt colonists to finally swallow the principle of Parliamentary taxation.

3. Boston Tea Party, December 1773: Sons of Liberty dress as Indians and, encouraged by local merchants and smugglers, board the EEI Company’s ships and destroyed the tea before it could land (thereby neutralizing the temptation of cheaper, taxed tea).

4. Intolerable Acts (1774) Parliament demands restitution and is incensed by this destruction of property.  They are determined to punish and isolate these “Boston radicals.”

a. Boston Port Act – closed the harbor, shuts down the city, commerce halts

b. Quartering Act – billeted more Red Coat troops on the civilian population of Boston, “military occupation”

c. Quebec Act – enlarged and gave religious and political autonomy or freedom to the French Catholics in Canada.

i. Colonial Reaction to the Intolerable Acts: Solidarity: the other colonies sympathize with and support Massachusetts.  Unity: the First Continental Congress meets that fall and drafts a Declaration of Colonial Rights – appealing to the King, and creates the Association, which is a complete boycott (non-import., non-export, non-consumption).  The Declaration is rejected, the Crown digs in.  Colonists form themselves into militia companies and begin drilling openly.

5. Lexington and Concord (April 1775): seeking to prevent insurrection, General Gage sends a column to seize the muskets stored in Concord.  They are stopped in Lexington by colonial militia (8 killed), proceed and are stopped near Concord.  The column withdraws to Boston and is harried the whole way by guerilla fighters (300 British troops killed or wounded).  

